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exceedingly slender, and that the custom of excluding Other ex-
horses from the sacred Arician grove may have been ^^1^
based on some other superstitious motive which entirely sion of
escapes us. At the city of lalysus in Rhodes there was a
sanctuary of Alectrona, one of the daughters of the Sun,
into which no horse, ass, mule, or beast of burden of any
kind might enter. Any person who broke the law by intro-
ducing one of these animals into the holy precinct, had to
purify the place by a sacrifice ; and the same atonement had
to be made by any man who brought shoes or any portion
of a pig within the sacred boundaries. And whoever drove
or suffered his sheep to stray into the precinct was obliged
to pay a fine of one obol for every sheep that set foot
in it.1 The reasons for these prohibitions are quite un-
known ; and the taboo on horses is particularly remarkable,
since the Rhodians were in the habit of offering a chariot
and horses every year to the Sun, the father of Alectrona,2
doubtless in order that he might ride on them through the sky.
Did they think that it was not for the daughter of the Sun
to meddle with horses, which were the peculiar property of
her father ? The conjecture may perhaps be supported by
an analogy drawn from West Africa. The Ewe negroes of the
Slave Coast conceive the Rain-god Nyikpla as a man who
rides a horse, and who may be seen galloping on it through
the sky in the form of a shooting star. Hence in the town
of Angla, where he generally resides when he is at home, no
person may appear on horseback in the streets, that being
apparently regarded as an impious usurpation of the style of
the deity. In former days even Europeans were forbidden
to ride on horseback in Angla ; and missionaries who
attempted to set the local prejudice at defiance have been
pelted with sticks and dirt by the outraged natives.3
Another deity who suffered not horses to enter his sacred
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